The “Lone Pine” at Braidwood

As told to VW Bro Geoff Ludowyk KL PDGIW, by W Bro Ray Hasler, with additional information sourced
from the Australian War Memorial website

This is a story about W Bro Ray Hasler—of Lodge Queanbeyan St Andrew 56—and his part in the
r story of the Lone Pine Tree at the Australian
War Memorial (AWM). The Aleppo Pine
(Pinus halepensis) in the M
grounds (pictured at left with Ray) was
planted by HRH The Duke of Gloucester on
24 October 1934 and bears the following
inscription:

After the capture of the Lone Pine ridge in
Gallipoli (6 August 1915), an Australian Soldier
who had taken part in the attack, in which his
brother was killed, found a cone on one of the
branches used by the Turks as overhead cover for
their trenches, and sent it to his mother. From
seed shed by it she raised the tree, which she
presented to be planted in the War Memorial grounds in honour of her own and others’ sons who fell at Lone
Pine.

According to the AWM, Lone Pine or Plateau 400 was the scene of a major diversionary offensive
launched by the 1st Australian Infantry Division on 6 August 1915. The Turks had cut down all but
one of the trees that cloaked the ridge to cover their trenches. The ridge dominated by the single
Aleppo Pine became known as Lone Pine. In three days of fighting the Australians lost more than
2,000 men and the Turks losses were estimated at 7,000. Seven Victoria Crosses were awarded.

The Soldier who retrieved that pinecone was Lance Corporal Benjamin Smith. He was one of two
Australian soldiers known to have souvenired pinecones. The other was Sgt Keith McDowell. The
Smith pinecone propagated two seedlings—one which was presented to the town of Inverell NSW
and the other to the Department of the Interior for planting in Canberra. The McDowell pinecone
propagated four seedlings and all were planted in Victoria—one at Wattle Park in Melbourne, one at
the Shrine of Remembrance in Melbourne, one at the Soldiers Memorial Club at The Sisters (near
Terang) and the last at the Warrnambool Gardens.

Ray Hasler was a 13-year old Boy Scout from Braidwood when he attended the tree planting in 1934.
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being a small part of a large crowd consisting of more Scouts from other areas, mounted Light Horse groups,

Duntroon cadets and army personnel. After the official opening of Parliament by HRH Prince Henry, the Duke

then proposed site for the War Memorial. Cars were not a common commodity in those days and so many

civilians also walked. All persons assembled around the spot prepared for the small pine tree. There was the

Duke together with about five other important people. One had a very shiny spade and handed it to the Duke.

He then took a spade full of earth from the chosen spot and proceeded to place the Lone Pine Tree therein. He

stood to attention and saluted whilst the other men raised their hats. A few words were then spoken, and as 1
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Ray went on to enlist with the RAAF, serving from 1940 to 1945. He moved to Queanbeyan following

his discharge, qualified as a carpenter and joiner and worked in the building trade until retirement. A
g _AVALRERY  severe windstorm in September 2008 wreaked havoc on

; - the Lone Pine tree, which lost a huge limb from its main

trunk. Ray went out to inspect the damage the next day

and it was then that AWM staff discovered that he had

attended the original planting ceremony.

Ray was subsequently invited to
attend the 75th anniversary of
the planting and AWM senior
historian Peter Burness (pictured
at right) presented him with a
seedling from the tree. Ray then donated the seedling to the Palerang
Council for planting at Braidwood.

Needless to say R a y dffer was accepted and Braidwood turned on a fine
and warm day for the planting on Australia Day 2010. It was witnessed by
. members of the

community and by
a number of Masons from Braidwood,
Queanbeyan and Canberra. The Mayor, Ald
Walter Raynolds, introduced Ray to the
assembly and he was assisted in the planting
by the Australia Day Ambassador to
Palerang Council, the Olympic Swimming
Champion Petria Thomas (all pictured at
left). The Council will also erect a
commemorative plaque at the site.

The final words belong with Ray, who said
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section out of the butt of this tree and nominate

what happened on each ring, each ring suggests a
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